
Stump the deacon – I recently saw on the internet that a first class relic was for sale.  Can I buy it? 

Canon Law 1190 §1 states “It is absolutely forbidden to sell sacred relics.”  To understand the ban on 
selling relics, we must first understand what a relic is.  There are three types of sacred relics.   

A first class relic is a piece of a saint.  It could be the entire body or major parts of the body of a saint (an 
arm, leg, and so on).  But, most first class relics are small bones, some hair or maybe even a few drops of 
blood.  A piece of the cross that Jesus was crucified on is also a first class relic.  A second class relic is 
something that was owned or used by a saint during his lifetime.  Second class relics would include items 
such as clothing, rings, chalices, hand tools, etc.  A third class relic is something that was touched to a 
first or second class relic.   

Many believe that relics can heal the sick, offer protection from harm and aid the faithful.  This belief 
goes all the way back to the Old Testament.  Here are two examples of this.  (2 Kings 13:21) – So they 
cast the man into the grave of Elisha…when the man came in contact with the bones of Elisha, he came 
back to life and got to his feet.  (Ex 13:19) – Moses also took Joseph’s bones with him, for Joseph had 
made the Israelites take a solemn oath saying, “God will surely take care of you, and you must bring my 
bones up with you from here.”  We must, remember, however, that the healing or protection does not 
come directly from the relic; God is the cause of all miracles.  Relics are a means through which He acts.       

The prohibition about selling sacred relics only applies to first and second class relics.  Third class relics 
differ from first and second class relics because they have never been in contact with a living saint.  Many 
times, third class relics are attached to holy cards; it is perfectly permissible to buy these cards.  The only 
time a Catholic should consider purchasing a first or second class relic is to prevent it from desecration or 
destruction; that might be permissible.   

Relics are an important part of our faith.  In our Adoration Chapel, we actually have a first class relic of 
St. Jean Vianney, the patron saint of parish priests.  Come see it; it’s hanging on the wall as you enter the 
Chapel.        

 

 


